
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Introduction 

The StoneArch Windham Community 

Garden kicked off on June 16
th

 with 9 

members representing 7 households. Some 

were experienced gardeners and some were 

novices. All were excited to make new 

friends and grow fresh veggies to enjoy. 

 

As we look forward to welcoming new 

garden members for the 2021 season, we 

invite you to read our first newsletter to 

learn a little of what we’ve been up to and 

see what fun we are having. If you haven’t 

already, feel free to stop by the garden and 

see for yourself what’s growing. 

 

A survey asking if you would like to join 

the garden in spring 2021 will be sent to all 

StoneArch Windham homes shortly. Your 

timely response will help us plan for next 

year’s gardening plots and activities. 

 

 

It takes a Village 

From the wide-open space behind the 

clubhouse, the developers prepared and 

fenced in a 40’ x 24’ garden. Our group 

staked out a series of individual plots to 

match the desires of the initial 9 members. 

We laid black landscaping fabric between 

the beds to keep down weeds and identify 

the pathways. Our StoneArch developers 

graciously stepped up to purchase the wood 

chips and Doug Harvey did the spreading - 

thank you!  Rich Hertel set up a diffuser to 

allow multiple hoses to be used at once. 
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Each member then began tending their plot, 

selecting and planting their favorite veggies 

and/or flowers. Watering and waiting for 

things to grow became our past time. 

Summer 

The warmth of the summer sun brought lots 

of color to the garden. The community 

garden members grew a variety of summer 

vegetables - red tomatoes, heritage cherry 

tomatoes, purple eggplants, green and red 

peppers, cucumbers, green beans, radishes 

and lots and lots and lots of zucchini and 

yellow squash to name a few. 

        

         

We started a bimonthly garden check-in 

meeting. Everyone met at the garden area 

with their mask on and observed social 

distancing while talking about their 

gardening progress.  

Many members started to notice their    

vegetable plants’ color turning from green 

to light green/yellow.  Why were some 

plants doing better than others?  

 
 

This is where sharing and learning is fun! 

Members researched the possibilities for 

the color changes and found a lack of 

nitrogen in the soil to be a possible culprit.   

Additionally, Rich and Connie Hertel had 

the soil in their two beds tested by a local 

company. Results returned: nitrogen and 

potassium deficiency and, to a smaller 

extent, phosphorus deficiency. 

Armed with this information, gardeners 

individually made the decision on any soil 

improvements, like fertilizer and compost, 

they wanted to make to their plot. Some 

used slow release fertilizers; others used 

Miracle-Gro or blood meal. 

The vegetable plants started looking 

healthier and their green color came back. 

Within a few weeks we started to see 

growth again. 😊 

Recipe Book 

And growth we got! We started sharing 

recipe ideas to use our bounty and the idea 

for a StoneArch Windham Community 

Garden Recipe Book  was born. Our 

members’ favorite recipes for appetizers, 

main dishes and breads are being collated 

now and will be available in booklet form 

at the end of the season. Let us know if 

you’d like a copy! 



Fall 

As September begins, our plants are still 

producing. Weather is still favorable most 

days and rain, although sparse, comes now 

and then. 

Fall vegetables are appearing now. As you 

look around the garden you will see 

butternut squash, acorn squash, beets and 

pumpkins! You will see some plants just 

starting from seeds and others almost ready 

for harvest having been started months ago. 

 

 Community Garden Overview 

The community garden consists of 

individual plots or beds of various sizes. 

Currently there are some at 2x4, 4x6, 6x8 

and 6x9.  

 

Depending on the level of interest for 2021, 

the group will potentially restructure the 

garden in the spring to better match the 

needs of the 2021 group. 

 

If you’re interested in joining us (no 

experience needed!), please respond to the 

survey quickly when it comes out. 

 

        Hope to see you in the garden! 

   

     

 

  

Community Garden Expectations  

  

Garden plots/beds are assigned for the season 

and are the responsibility of that season’s owner. 

 

All soil amendments, vegetable and flower 

plants, supplies, etc. are the responsibility of the 

season’s owner. 

 

  

Watering and weeding of a plot is the 

responsibility of the season’s owner. 

 

  

There are currently no garden membership dues. 

For general or common supplies needed outside 

of individual plots, the cost is shared equally 

among the member households. 

 

  
 In 2020, many common needs (landscaping fabric 

& pegs, wood chips, hoses and spray nozzles) 

were donated by our developers or garden 

members.  The seven member households each 

paid $13.99 to cover the cost of the edging for the 

pathway leading from the clubhouse to the 

garden. 

 

  

 


